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SOL & LUNA 
A History of Power, Passion and Love!  

 
Experience the discovery of the “New World” through the eyes of two historical 

women, Malinalli, the Mexican Princess of the Aztec Empire,  

and Queen Juana I de Castilla of Spain. 

 
 

Princess Malinalli was born sometime between 1496 and 1501, in a then "frontier" 
region between the Aztec-ruled Valley of Mexico and the Mayan states of the 
Yucatán Peninsula.  She was named "Malinalli" after the Goddess of Grass, and later 
"Tenepal" meaning "one who speaks with liveliness.” Malinalli is considered the “First 
Mother of Mexico,” who later became the interpreter and advisor of conquistador 
Hernán Cortés during the Spanish conquest of Mexico. The figure of Mallinali has 
generated intense debate among literature and cultural studies, drawing from the 
humanities and the social sciences, feminist studies, Chicana/o studies, and Latina/o 
studies to analyze the interaction and interdependence of race, class, and gender. 

The legend of La Llorona (The Weeping woman)  
“You will know how easy it will be to die, and as easy to dream. It will be very difficult 
for you to believe in yourself, and even harder to love.” ~ Malinalli to her son 



	   2	  

 
 
Not long before the Spanish arrived to the New World, Aztec Shamans began to hear 
the horrible crying of a woman.  She would appear regularly, always dressed in a long 
white gown, flying with wings.  She would emerge from the Texcoco Lake and travel 
through the mountains that surrounded Grand Tenochtitlan, the great city of the 
Aztecs. The shamans believed her crying was an omen from the goddess Cihuacoatl, 
announcing with great desperation that Montezuma’s empire would be destroyed by 
men coming from the East. 
 
She cried, “Aaaaaaaayyyyyy, mis hijiiiiiiiiitos…My children...Lovely children of 
Anahuac, your destruction is close…Where will you go?…Where I will be able to send 
you to avoid your sadness and tears…My children, your end is near!” 
 
Legend tells that Marina, “La Llorona,” was a native princess from the Aztec empire 
who suffered the terrible condition of slavery due to the Spanish conquest. She was 
the slave and lover of Hernán Cortés, the cruel conquistador of Mexico, with whom 
she had two children and deeply loved. Cortés took advantage of Marina’s 
condition and forced her to give up her empire. When Cortés returned from Spain 
with his aristocratic wife and children, Cortés sold Marina to his soldier.  In desperation, 
Marina took her children to the river and drowned them. When she realized what she 
had done, she tried to save them and ended up drowning as well. 
 
Other stories say that her children were her tribe and that her crying is a plea for 
forgiveness to her people, asking them to pardon her for the sorrow of losing her soul 
and her heart. 
 
A la Malinche, La Llorona, “You and your children will fill the rivers of indifference with 
your tears of sorrow and melancholy." 
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Queen Juana I de Castilla was born at Toledo in November 6, 1479.  She 
was the second daughter of Ferdinand II and Isabella I. Juana was not only beautiful, 
she was one of the most educated women in Europe, also fluent in several 
languages.  Beginning sometime before 1495, Juana showed signs of religious 
skepticism and little devotion to worship and Christian rites. This concerned her mother 
and she ordered Juana to keep this skepticism in secret.  She selected Juana as the 
center piece in the queen’s master-plan:  the Hapsburg alliance, designed to bolster 
Spain’s power base in Europe and corner the French. This alliance, begun when 
Juana was still a child, culminated with her marriage at the age of fifteen to the 
Hapsburg emperor’s sole heir, Philip. The death of her only brother Juan, of her eldest 
sister Queen Isabella of Portugal, and then of the latter's infant son Miguel, made 
Juana the heiress of the Spanish kingdoms, and in 1502 the Cortes of Castile and of 
Aragon recognized her as their future sovereign. In November 1504, her mother's 
death left her Queen of Castile.  Her father and husband determined her to be unfit 
and incapable of ruling.  Subsequently, the duties of government were undertaken by 
her father, and then, for a short time, by her husband who served as regents.  
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It’s not coincidental that Philip was the first to officially accuse Juana of being “mad” 
when she dared to confront him over his gross misbehavior. No prince liked having his 
wife chastise him, especially when he depended on her for his sovereignty. Juana 
challenged Philip to a duel for power that ended up toppling him long before it did 
her.  Juana had done the unforgivable for a princess of her era: she had stood up for 
herself and thrown the gauntlet at her philandering, faithless spouse. 
 
When her husband died in 1506, Juana apparently became completely deranged, 
and it became almost impossible to separate her from the corpse of her husband. 
The remaining years of her life were spent confined at Tordesillas, where she died in 
1555 at the age of 76. For over 10 years, she had been kept in prison by her husband 
and her father at various times, and later on, for 39 years by her son.  Many historians 
have questioned whether her insanity was real. Some believe that Juana of Castilla 
had been accused of mental instability because it excused the serious injustices 
inflicted on her by those who sought to steal her throne and power. 
 
 

 

 

Images of Juana I de Castilla 
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Queen Juana I de Castilla became the last queen of Spanish blood to inherit 
her country’s throne. Through Juana, we discover and study everything from the 
somber majesty of Spain to the glittering and lethal courts of France and England. 
Born amid her parents’ ruthless struggle to unify and strengthen their kingdom, Juana, 
at the age of sixteen, is sent to wed Felipe (Philip), heir to the Habsburg Empire. But 
when tragedy strikes and she becomes heir to the Spanish throne, Juana finds herself 
plunged into a battle for power against her husband that grows to involve the major 
monarchs of Europe. Besieged by foes on all sides, Juana vows to secure her crown 
and save Spain from ruin.  

Both Malinalli and Juana contributed to the discovery, conquest and colonization of 
the American Continent from 1492 to 1555. 
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Important sites to visit:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Malinche 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna_of_Castile	  
http://www.ciudadseva.com/textos/poesia/esp/lorca/elegia_a_dona_juana_la_loca
.htm 
 

Questions: 
1. Who was Malinalli? 

2. Is Malinalli a myth? 

3. Who is La Llorona (the weeping woman)? 

4. Who was Hernan Cortes? 

5. What historical and coincidences did you notice between Princess Malinalli and 

Queen Juana I de Castilla? 

6. Why is Juana I of Castile is considered the last queen in Spain? 

7. Who were the parents of Juana I of Castilla? 

8. What relationship exists between Christopher Columbus and the Catholic Kings in 

Spain? 

9. Why was Juana kept in prison for so many years? 

10. Who ruled Spain before Isabella and Ferdinand “The Catholic Kings” 

11. What do you know about the Spanish Inquisition?  

12. What countries are Malinalli and Juana are from? 

13. What other countries are mentioned in relation with Juana and Malinalli? 
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Images of Malinalli during the conquests and colonization  
of the New World 
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Sol & Luna Program	   
 
Malinalli & th legend of La Llorona (The Weeping Woman) 
Legend tells that Mallinali, “La Llorona,” was a Native princess from the Aztec empire 
who suffered the terrible condition of slavery during the Spanish conquest. She was 
the slave, translator and lover of Hernán Cortés, the cruel conquistador of Mexico. 
 
The historical figure of Malinalli has been intermixed with Aztec legends (such as La 
Llorona, a woman who weeps for lost children). Her reputation has been altered over 
the years according to changing social and political perspectives. In Mexico today, 
Malinalli, “La Llorona” remains a powerful icon. She is considered “The First Mother of 
Mexico” and the quintessential victim from the Conquest of the New World. 
 
Scenes:  
 
Malinalli & the Legend of “La Llorona” (The weeping woman) 
Las Lavanderas (the Washers women) 
Africa and the New World 
 
Los Hijos de Anahuac 
My children...Lovely children of Anahuac, your destruction is close…Where will you 
go?…Where will I be able to send you to avoid your sadness and tears…My children, 
your end is near! 
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Piedad Amor Mio (Have Pity, My Love) 
Almost half a century (47 years), were not enough for history to cloak Joana’s heart 
with oblivion. 
  
Everything that I remember happened!  Perhaps I will forget your name but never the 
embrace that caused me to moan with pleasure. 	  
 
Loca de Amor (Love Madness) 
The Last Queen 
Juana of Castile became the last Queen of Spanish blood to inherit her country’s 
throne.  She spent many years confined at Tordesillas, where she died in 1555, at the 
age of seventy-six. She had been at various times kept in prison by her husband and 
her father (10 years), and for 39 years by her son. Many historians have questioned 
whether her insanity was real. It is believed that that Juana of Castile had been 
accused of mental instability because it justified the grave injustices inflicted on her 
by those who sought to steal her throne. 
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Africa & el Nuevo Mundo (Africa & the New World) 
Children of Anahuac 
 

 
 

 
Juana of Costilla 
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Malinalli, “La Llorona” legend from Venezuela: The legend tells that La Llorona scarily 
appears to men who are not taking care of their family, sending them to their home 
to be good husbands and fathers. 
 
Malinalli, “La Llorona” legend from Colombia: The Legend tells that la Llorona wishes 
to be the mother of all children but understanding a mother’s love, she protects all 
mothers and their children. 
 
Juana del Amor Hermoso (A Love too Beautiful) 
Shortly after Columbus' discovery of America, in order to serve the political interests of 
her parents, Princess Juana is sent off to marry the Flemish prince Felipe (Philip), a man 
she has never seen. Happily, it seems, Juana and Felipe are blessed with each other.  
 
Unfortunately, Juana soon discovers that beneath her husband's beautiful exterior lies 
an abusive and self-serving persona. Felipe betrays her at first with repeated 
infidelities and finally usurps (with Ferdinand's help) Juana's very sovereignty as 
monarch with trumped-up charges of insanity. 
 
Pasion & Tragedia (Passion & Tragedy) 
 
FINALE 
 
La Llorona and Juana, two different worlds, prisoners of “LOVE” 
 
 

	  

	  
	  
	  


